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Susquenango Sail & Power Squadron Instrumental in Rock Bottom Dam Signs!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Susquehanna river is safer now thanks to the efforts of our Squadron, and especially P/
C Dave Olds, AP. There are now warning signs in the rock bottom dam area. See inside for 
details. 

 
 
 

Details of our October Executive 

meeting will be e-mailed to our 

members when the information 

becomes available. 
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Commander’s Column 
 

   Fall came on Friday, 21 September at 2145 give or take, and the weather also 
turned cooler. Another boating season is coming to an end and the Holidays are on 
the way.  I hope everyone had a great boating and summer season and are ready 
to start our fall and winter meeting agendas with renewed gusto.  
   I have to complement D/Lt/C Nancy Bieber, P, for organizing a wonderful 
rendezvous and to her and Lt Ron for the use of their camp for our Friday night 
dinner and camp fire.  The activities and schedule were top notch.  Many 

thankyous to P/C Dave Olds, AP, Lt Missy Olds, S, Lt/C Linda Rought, P, and Lt Carol Herz, S, for  
pulling the Friday night dinner and Saturday lunch together for Nancy and Ron while they returned to 
Binghamton for Ron’s heart surgery.  We are all very happy that Ron’s procedure was successful 
and that he is recovering nicely and has started physical therapy.   

We are all thankful for P/C Tony Lenzo’s, P, successful lung transplant and that he is recovering 
nicely.  We also send prayers and best wishes for a speedy recovery to Carol Herz and Dave Olds 
after receiving medical procedures over the past week.  And we send our condolences to the family 
of Grace Penny a former member who passed away this month. 

There are many activities for our members over the next three months.  You are invited to attend 
the Vestal Museum 13 October at 8:00 PM for coffee and music by Milkweed.  Please see inside 
this SeaChest for the details.  Then “Friends helping Fiends” will be held Tuesday 16 October at 
Boscov’s.  The Squadron is contemplating entering a float in the Boscov’s Holiday Parade on 17 
November.  There will be more to come on that next month.  The date and venue for our annual 
Christmas/Holiday party in December will be posted in the next issue.  Nancy Bieber and Linda 
Rought are working hard to keep the membership activity list as full as possible. 

Merit Mark time is here.  I ask the Bridge and Committee Chairperson’s to send me and P/D/Lt/C 
Jack Young, AP, their time and activity reports so that their names can be submitted for a merit 
mark.   Submission to National is due 15 November 2018.    

The D/6 Fall Conference will be held at Hyatt Place, 310 Rainbow Blvd, Niagara Falls, NY  Friday, 
9 November through Sunday, 11 November 2018.  Room and meal reservations can be made to 
Bridgett Arieno, 139 Shore Drive, Rochester, NY 14622.  The forms and schedule are available by 
PDF being sent to our Susquenango SeaChest mailing list. 

Until we meet again — God Bless 
Commander Mike 

Commander............. Cdr Michael Acciai, AP (296-3482)  
Executive Officer..... Mary Kucharek, P (722-5136) 
Education Officer.... Lt/C Leslie J. Smith, JN (797-7391)  
Adm. Officer............ Lt/C Linda G. Rought, P (687-3506)  
Secretary................ Lt/C Margaret Acciai, S (775-4952 
Treasurer................ D/Lt/C Nancy Bieber, P (775-4952)  
Executive Comm. Lt Karl W. Oakley, P (775-0950)  
  Lt Ronald Bieber, S, (775-4952)  
  P/D/Lt/C John Young, AP  (729-4205)  
  P/D/C William A. Herrick, JN (723-4818)  
  P/C Anthony J. Lenzo, P (754-0975) 

  P/Lt/C Donna M. Gould (258-0023) 
  P/Lt/C Kenneth W. Boll, P (757-0072) 
  P/C David Olds, AP (669-4482) 
  P/Lt/C Anna M. Smith, S (707-7391) 
Editor  P/D/Lt/C John J. Young, AP (729-4205) 
Assistant Editor Lt Karl W. Oakley, P (775-0950) 
Business Manager Lt Vonda Oakley (775-0950) 
Staff  Lt Catherine E. Young, S (729-4205) 
  P/Lt/C Donna M. Gould (278-0023) 
 
 

Any article appearing in this publication must be assumed to represent the opinion of the author and is not to be considered to reflect the policy of the USPS™, 
District 6, or Susquenango Sail & Power Squadron unless specifically so indicated. 
All products, procedures, methods or practices described in this publication or at Squadron meetings or events are for informational purposes only and are not to be 
considered as accurate, recommended or endorsed by USPS™, District 6, or Susquenango Sail & Power Squadron unless specifically so indicated. 
Address communications to The Editor, 8 Schiller St. Binghamton, NY 13905-3931, (607)729-4205, e-mail - jyoung6@stny.rr.com. Material for a particular  issue 
must be received before the fifteenth day of the prior month.  
Advertising.....Inquiries regarding space and current rates should be directed to Lt Vonda Oakley, 18 Zimmer Road, Kirkwood, NY 13795-1516, (607) 775-0950. The 
following are registered trade marks of the United States Power Squadrons: The Ensign; United States Power Squadrons. 

http://www.susquenango.org
http://www.usps.org/
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Membership Involvement 
 

   On Saturday, 13 October 2018, we will be visiting the Vestal Coffee 
House from 8:00 – 10:00 PM to listen to the sounds of Milkweed.  Milk-
weed is a band that was born on Main Street in the quiet post industrial 
city of Binghamton.  It is the collaboration of three artists: Joseph Alston, 
Jacqueline Colombo and Peter Lister.  Without committing to one genre, 
Milkweed has pulled from many of the great aspects of American music 
and created their own brand of song and story telling.  Whether it is blue 
grass guitar picking, Chicago blues harmonica, Irish ballads or Jersey 
shore folk songs, they weave together the sounds that make up the rich 
tapestry of American music history.  The root of the bands’ sound is in 
the use of three part harmony to impact a sense of importance and depth 
to their lyrics that will bring you into their songs and make you feel invest-
ed in it.  If you would like to join us, contact Nancy Bieber at 518-813-
7888, or nancybieber@twc.com and we will have an enjoyable night to-

gether.  A donation of $10 is suggested, but feel free to tip the performers additionally if you wish.  (Submitted 
by Nancy Bieber, Member Involvement Chair.) 

2018 Name Tag Pricing 

  Fastener Types 

  
Tag Sizes 

  
Pin Back 

Standard 
Ribbon Bar Magnet 

Power 
Magnet 

1" x 3"-3-1/4" $6.50 $6.50 $8.00 $9.50 
    
1-1/4" x 3"-3-1/4" $7.00 $7.00 $8.50 $10.00 
    
1-1/2" x 3"-3-1/4" $8.00 $8.00 $9.50 $12.50 

Our New Name Tags 
 

This is the new name tag that has been selected for our 
Squadron members. Lt Carol Herz, S, will order the tags and 
needs to have the exact spelling of the name you want on the 
tag, and the size and the type of fastener. Please contact 
Carol at cjsherz43@gmail.com or call her at 607-722-2739 
or 607-222-7144. 

Our next District Commander, P/C 
Nancy Bieber, P, at the 2018 Gov-

erning Board Meeting at the re-
ception for First Timers. 

In Memoriam  
 

Former Susquenango Mem-
ber Grace Penny recently 
passed away. She and her 
Husband, P/R/C Frank Penny, 
SN, resided in Land O Lakes 
Florida, but were long time 
members our Susquenango 
Squadron. 

The Susquenango Sail & 
Power Squadron members 
send their deepest sympathies 
to Frank Penny and the Penny 
Family. 

mailto:nancybieber@twc.com
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Rock-Bottom Dam Warning Signs Installed 
 

   I am pleased to report that our Squadron’s goal 
has been achieved. There are now warning signs 
placed upstream of the deadly, Rock Bottom Dam, 
located near the Park Diner in Binghamton.  This 
dam is classic low head dam that can trap a cap-
sized boater in the swirling backwash after unsus-
pectingly going over the dam.  The Susquehanna 
River, near the Rock bottom Dam, is a popular spot 
for small boats and especially paddle craft.  In 1975, 
three local firemen lost their lives during a rescue 
attempt at this dam.  This normally picturesque dam 
can turn into a killer when conditions are right.  
   At the 2015 D/6 Spring Conference, presenters 

from the Binghamton Fire Bureau told us about this deadly incident and 
demonstrated the new methods now used to attempt safer water res-
cues.  We were all surprised to learn from Asst. Chief Sam Santoni, that 
there were no warning signs above the dam to alert a boater to the dan-
ger!  Despite the efforts by the Binghamton Fire Bureau to have the 
signs replaced after the demolition of the Rock Bottom Bridge, bureau-
cratic red tape and funding issues had virtually killed the plan. 
   At our meeting, on 20 May 2015, it was proposed and accepted that 
our Squadron consider a project to further research installing new warn-
ing signs above the dam. We’re about boater safety and many of us felt 

this was an opportunity for our squadron to spearhead the effort to get the “Danger- Low Head Dam Ahead” 
warning signs replaced.  Unfortunately, we ran into the same bureaucratic quagmire, however, our research 
did positively determine the signage responsibility falls with the City of Binghamton because they originally 
built the dam to create a storage basin for the city’s water supply. 

After several rejections and exhausting all our attempts to move the project forward, I was surprised by a 
call from Captain Daniel Vail, who is currently Captain of the Binghamton Rescue Squad.  Dan informed me 
that he had discovered an old entry in the city’s charter mandating the city to place warning signs above the 
dam.  This was brought to the City Council who, fearing legal liability, immediately authorized 
the signs to be made by the city’s sign shop. Captain Vail then contacted the NYS Department 
of Transportation and was able to arranged for the signs to be permanently mounted on the 
Tompkins Street Bridge, which is the first structure crossing the river above the dam.   

This summer the signs were installed after nearly three and a half years on the project.  
 In addition to authorizing the signs, the Binghamton City Council also added a further incen-
tive to reinforce the dam warning making it “Illegal to Operate Watercraft 600’ Above the Dam 
and 20’ Below the Dam”.  These signs are placed along the shore above and below the dam. 
 

In September of 2016, a decade after a Binghamton City Council resolution was passed, work on a memori-
al to three fallen Binghamton firefighters was officially begun, 42 years after their deaths. The monument cost 
about $36,000 and was completed and dedicated 27 April 2017.  The memorial sits at the Southside Park on 
Conklin Avenue, near the Park Diner.  It is situated along the south bank of the Susquehanna River with a 
view of the dam where the men were drowned.  
 

 
Submitted by P/C David L. Olds, AP 
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Susquenango Rendezvous 2018 

Singer Castle 

Our Rendezvous Group 

Tour 

Farewell Dinner at 

Edgewood Restaurant  
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