
Susquenango Sail & Power Squadron 
Minutes of the Membership Meeting 

18 April 2018 
Jonathan’s, Hooper Road, Endwell, NY 

Commander Michael Acciai AP, called the meeting to order at 1913 (7:13 PM).   
First order of business:  Cdr Acciai swore in Lt/C Mary Kucharek, P, as Executive Officer. 
Secretary’s Report: - Secretary, Lt/C Peg Acciai, S - reported a quorum was present.  The minutes from 
the previous 16 March 2018 COW meeting were distributed.  No changes were noted and the minutes 
were accepted as submitted.  
Treasurer’s Report: D/Lt/C Nancy Bieber P- The Treasurer’s Report was distributed to the members 
present. The report was accepted as presented.  She stated the CD was to be renewed but the rate was 
0.4%.  She needed new checks, so wanted to know if she should change banks for slightly better interest 
rate even though the current bank is very convenient for our use.  Member consensus was to stay with the 
current bank.  She also mentioned that Lt Carol Herz will order new name tags for members in need, but 
discussion that all members need the new America’s Boating Club logo tags caused the discussion to be 
tabled until the May meeting when samples of the new tags can be viewed by the membership. A thank 
you note for the Squadrons donation to P/C Robert Boston’s church was received and given to our 
Historian Lt Robert Kucharek, P. 
OFFICER’S REPORTS  
Executive Officer:  Lt/C Mary Kucharek P- Mary distributed an information handout.  The main focus of 
the conference was the new brand name America’s Boating Club and the new tag line “For Boaters, By 
Boaters”.  There was information on the new classes and titles to replace the old Seamanship course.  
There is a new boating channel called “Boatlive360.org. There is an IPhone and Android App for self-
reporting on what boaters are doing right.   
Nancy Bieber provided additional information on the 3 presenters.  All presenters were women and all 
were excellent.  (Mary’s full report will be available in the SeaChest).  Mary also stated we will participate 
in the Boscov’s fundraiser 14 Oct 2018.  She will have tickets for member to purchase.  Mary asked why 
the Squadron did not participate in the Education Fund by National.  The funding procedure was changed 
according to P/C Dave Olds, AP and he will check out the new procedure for discussion at the May 
meeting. 
Administrative Officer: Lt/C Linda Rought P – Linda discussed the need for more input on the June 
Recognition picnic.  An early May Bridge only meeting will be held to work out issues.  She stated that 
members will be able to sign up for the “dish to pass” donations at the May meeting.  Lt Ann Smith said 
she would look into an offer for food donations by Sodexo, at Binghamton University. 
Linda mentioned that the D/6 Fall Conference would be 9-11 Nov 2018 at Niagara Falls. She also stated 
that transit fees on the Erie Canal System are suspended this season for their anniversary.  She stated 
that we have a need for a new banner for the June picnic.  P/C Dave Olds was going to look into the 
availability.  The Lake Ontario Flooding news special on Spectrum News was going to be broadcast on 
Wed of the following week. 
Education Officer: Lt/C Les Smith, JN – Les stated that the ABC boating course passed six students and 
thanked Ann Smith and Ken Boll for proctoring the classes.  The second week of Seamanship class was 
in process.  The JN class dates are TBD. 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Public Relations: PRO Lt/C Ann Smith S – Ann introduced Chris Utyro our new member.  She reported 
on the new promotional materials presented at the spring D/6 conference and how National is looking for 
pictures of all kinds of boaters boating safely and enjoying the lifestyle.  She discussed the possibility of a 
tug Boat Capt. who was speaking at a St. Lawrence Squadron meeting as possibility to speak at a future 
Susquenango meeting.  She had an application for the Gault Auto gives Back program.  Discussion 
ensued about the Gault family being members and conflict of interest.  Cdr Acciai stated he will look into 
the issue and submit the form if appropriate. 
Membership: P/C David Olds AP – Dave stated we have 70 members plus one new member’s 
application being submitted.  Also there is a cyber member under consideration. 
SeaChest: P/D/Lt/C John Young, AP – Jack thanked all for the pictures sent to the SeaChest on the 
Curtis Museum trip.  He requested more pictures for publication in future issues.  
Vessel Safety Check:  P/C Bob Gould, AP- One vessel safety check was completed by P/C Tony Lenzo, 
P and forms submitted to national. 



Meetings & Programs: Lt Linda Rought, P- Linda stated that the May meeting will be at the TOB Fire 
Station with Phil’s Chicken House providing the Chicken BBQ.  Cost will be $12.00 per person.  BYOB 
and deserts to share was requested. 
Membership Involvement: D/Lt/C Nancy Bieber, P- Nancy gave highlights of Curtis Museum tour.  She 
stated it was one of the best trips done so far with many displays of aircraft and flying boats and much 
history of that time in aviation.  A good lunch at Burger and Brew was had by all.  The Susquenango 
Rendezvous will be 3-5 August 2018 at the river following the D/6 Rendezvous at the Antique Boat 
Museum in Clayton.  Activities for Rendezvous are in the planning stage. 
Old Business: The June meeting discussion continued.  Flags will be set and Lt Ron Bieber will lead the 
Pledge of Allegiance.  Lt Justin Park, SN, will give the invocation. 
Discussion on sound systems, publicity, promotional materials to be provided to our guests and menu 
were all brought up and planning will continue at the special Bridge meeting and May membership 
meeting.  A motion to buy two new banners was made by Lt/C Linda Rought and seconded by Lt Karl 
Oakley.  It was decided a motion was not needed and P/C Dave Olds was going to look into buying the 
new banners once the correct logos was determined. 
New Business: Presented the Distinguished Communicator Award to the SeaChest Staff and the 2017 
National Membership Committee Squadron Growth Award, to P/C Dave Olds, Membership Chairman. 
Both awards were presented to the Susquenango Squadron at the D/6 Conference. 
Commander’s Comments: Cdr Acciai thanked Lt/C Mary Kucharek for representing him at the D/6 
Conference. 
Calendar: 16 May 2018, General Membership Meeting / Chicken BBQ, TOB Fire station, Binghamton, NY 
       21 June 2018, General Membership Meeting / Merit Mark Recognition Cookout, 
Grippen Park, Endicott, NY 
      1-3 August 2018, the D/6 Rendezvous at the Antique Boat Museum in Clayton. 

     3-5 August 2018 at the river, Susquenango Rendezvous 
     9-11 Nov 2018, D/6 Fall Conference at Niagara Falls 

Motion to Adjourn -The meeting was adjourned at 1935 (8:35 PM).  Motion was by: Lt/C Linda Rought, 
and seconded by Lt/C Les Smith and Lt Donna Gould.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Lt/C Peg Acciai, S 
Secretary 


